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GCSEs at Arnold Lodge  

Dear Parents,  

 

The transition from Year 9 into Year 10 is an important one for pupils. With the changes in recent years to 

examinations at GCSE and the move from A*-U to 9-1, itõs more crucial than ever that pupils are prepared 

for life at GCSE level.  

 

The new grading system at GCSE can seem a little confusing at first: grades 7-9 replace A*-A, 6-4 replace B

-C and 3-1 replace D-F. Where pupils were once looking for A grades, they will now look for grade 7 and 

above. Similarly, where pupils would once have aimed for grade Cs as the ôpassõ, they will now aim for 

grade 4s.  

 

Much as we continue to view the happiness and welfare of pupils as the core of our ethos (the confidence 

is paramount for examination performance), we also provide the challenge and support necessary to 

ensure that pupils achieve the very best they can in their GCSEs. Our exceptional track record of 

performance in examinations in recent years is testament to that.  

 

In the summer of 2017, for example, every pupil gained at least 5 grades 4/C, we had 100% Grades 9-4/A*-

C in English & Mathematics and 60% grades 7-9/A*-A in Mathematics. Last summer, 100% of pupils 

achieved grade 4 and above in mathematics and 100% of pupils attained 5 grade 4+ - a significant 

achievement. In the summer of 2018, every pupil gained 9-4 equivalent in Mathematics, 92% of pupils 

achieved 5+ 9-4 grades including English and Maths and, those achieving the highest grades (9-7), was 

double the target set from external testing. Whether a pupil is looking to achieve a full set of grades 7-9 or 

looking forward to the challenge of gaining 5+ grades 4s, we will be there to support them through their 

GCSE courses and to enable every pupil to fulfil their potential.  

 

Unlike previous year groups, many of the new examinations do not have coursework to support the final 

grade. Instead, qualifications are awarded based wholly on examination performance at the end of Year 11 

(there are a few exceptionsñFood & Nutrition, or Drama for example) and so it is crucial that pupils 

select subjects that they will be interested by and want to learn.  

 

Selecting GCSE options is never an easy task but I know that between the information contained in the 

Options Booklet, your childõs Mentor and your support, that pupils will be able to make the decision that 

suits them best. As ever, if you feel that you would like to pop in for some advice or to talk anything 

through, my door is always open.  

 

Kind regards,  

 

 

 

 

Mrs J. Smith 

Deputy Head: Academic 
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KEY INFORMATION 

Moving to GCSEs ñwhat should I expect?  

Youõll really notice a difference in your subjects from Year 9 into Year 10. Your work will be much 

more focused on examination skills and coursework and the pace will pick up over Year 10 and Year 

11 as you get ready to sit your examinations in the summer of Year 11. In addition, youõll be focused 

on achieving the best grades that you can so you will become used to discussing your target grades 

and your working at grades.  

 

Target Grades, Working at Grades and Predicted Grades  

When studying for your GCSEs, you might hear each of these phrases at different times. It can be a 

little confusing at first!  

 

¶ Target Grades are the grades that you have been set from external tests (we use CATs). Our 

aim will be to help you to meet ð and then beatñyour target grades.  

¶ Working at Grades are the grades that you are working at in your subjects. In any subject, a 

piece of work will be marked and you might be given a grade for it. This would be the grade you 

are currently working at.  

¶ Predicted Grades are the grades your teachers think you will achieve based on their knowledge 

of you, your working at grade and your effort in class. Predicted grades may change depending 

on your response to particular topics and skills.  

 

Core Subjects...Option Subjects...Pathways!? Help!  

It can be all a bit confusing when you first start to think about it. Essentially, there are core subjects 

which you have to take for GCSE (Maths, English and Science). Option Subjects are the extra GCSEs 

which you are able to pick (thereõs a whole list in the rest of this booklet).  

Within the core subjects, you are offered different pathways depending on your interests, enthusiasm 

for that subject and how youõve been getting on with it in the past. For English, you can either take 

English Literature and English Language or you could take English Language over two years to help 

you focus on getting the best grade possible. For Science, you may take Trilogy and achieve 2 GCSEs 

or Triple Science and be examined on Chemistry, Physics and Biology separately to achieve three 

GCSEs. Your teacher will guide you on the best pathway for your ability in that subject.   

For your option subjects, youõll need to pick four subjects (with a fifth as a reserve) that you would 

like to study. For pupils who find examinations difficult, you might consider picking three GCSEs and 

Accelerated Learning to gain extra support in literacy and numeracy. If you would like advice on the 

options best for you, Mrs Smith will be happy to give you any advice you need.  
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English Language  CORE 
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Subject: English Language     

Exam Board: AQA  

Assessment Format:  

 
Exam: Paper 1 - Creative Reading and Writing    1hr 45 mins 50% 

Exam: Paper 2 - Writersõ Viewpoints and Perspectives 1hr 45 mins 50% 

 

The study of English Language allows students to study both 

fiction and non-fiction writing. Students will also have the 

opportunity to develop their own creative and non-fiction 

writing. It is assessed through two papers at the end of Year 

11.  

 

What will we study?  
Over the course, you will develop your ability to read 

fluently, evaluate texts, synthesise information, utilise 

knowledge gained from reading and to write effectively. 

Across the course, pupils will study a range of texts 

spanning the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries and these will 

come from a range of genres and types. In addition to the 

reading focus, pupils will learn how to produce clear and 

coherent texts and develop their ability to write for 

particular purposes.  

 

Why study English Language?  
English Language allows you to demonstrate ð and develop ð 

everyday skills. From understanding what you read, to being 

able to give presentations on complex ideas while 

maintaining the interest of a crowd, English language gives 

you some crucial components of your academic skill set. 

English will help you to be able to read fluidly, to read 

critically and to develop your grammar, spelling and 

punctuation.  
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 CORE English Literature  
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Subject: English Literature      

Exam Board:  AQA  

Assessment Format:  
 
Exam: Paper 1ñShakespeare and the 19th Century Novel  40% of GCSE 

Exam: Paper 2ñModern Texts and Poetry     60% of GCSE 

 

English Literature is assessed through two written exam 

papers. English Literature does not have a coursework 

component.  
 

What will we study?  

Over the course of the GCSE, you will study a range of 

texts. These will include one Shakespeare play (choices are 

Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest, The Merchant of Venice, 

Much Ado About Nothing and Julius Caesar), a 19th Century 

novel (choices are The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, 

A Christmas Carol, Great Expectations, Jane Eyre, Frankenstein, 

Pride and Prejudice and The Sign of the four), a modern text 

and a poetry anthology. In addition to this, you will develop 

you ability to analyse an unseen poem.  

 

Why study English Literature?  

English Literature requires you to develop skills of written 

communication and immerses you in a culture of reading. By 

studying English Literature, you will be given the chance to 

read a range of different texts and to develop a real love of 

reading.  

 

Through different literature texts, you will address questions 

of a moral, ethical and personal nature and develop your 

own interpretations of the literature studied.   


