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Decision Making:
3 Key Influencing Factors

1) The Course

2) The Location

3) Financial considerations



Which Course?



Which type of course?

A Type of Degree (BA, BSc etc), 3 - 4 years

A Foundation Degrees, 2 years

A Sandwich Courses




PRIFYSGOL

ERYSTWYTH

— —— UNIVERSITY

The Course: Subject

A You might want to continue with a subject you have
already studied e.qg. Art, English, Mathematics.

A You might want to study a new subject e.g. Law,
American Studies, Engineering.

A Or combine subjects:
Joint Honours 50:50
Major/Minor 60:40
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The Course: Questions to ask
A What grades are needed?

A Do you need any particular subjects?

A What is the course content?
(Remember, not every course with the same title has the same content)

A Is the course practical or theoretical?

A Value for money?



The Course: Questions to ask

A What is the Course Structure?

A How is the course taught?
Lectures, Tutorials, Seminars, practical work?

A How is the course assessed?
% of continual assessment, exams?



PRIFYSGOL

ERYSTWYTH

— —~— UNIVERSITY

Maki ng the choil ceee

A You must be realistic about grades/points required
for a course and your own potential

A Do you really want to get out of bed every day for
three years to study this particular course?

A What are your career prospects after the course?



The More Unusual

FOOD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY
3 year degree course, UWIC, Cardiff

BREWING AND DISTILLING
4 year degree course, Herriot Watt University, Edinbur

BUSINESS ECONOMICS WITH

GAMBLING STUDIES
3 year degree course, Salford University




The More Unusual

MOTORSPORT MANAGEMENT

3 year degree course, Swansea Institute of HE

CRUISE OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT
3 year degree course, Plymouth University

FOOTBALL STUDIES
3 year degree course, Luton University




The More Unusual

FOLK & TRADITIONAL MUSIC

4 year degree course, NewcagtigonTyne University

FIRE & EXPLOSION
3 year degree course, Leeds University

FOOTWEAR DESIGN

3 year degree course, De Montfort University, Leiceste



Where to study?
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Location: Where to study

AUniversity
ACollege of Higher Education

ASpecialist College,

e.g. Art, Music, Drama
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Location: Where they are

In a big city London, Leeds, Newcastle

In the countryside Lampeter, Bath, Lancaster

By the seaside Aberystwyth, Brighton, Southampton



PRIFYSGOL

¥ ¥ ABERYSTWYTH

— —~— UNIVERSITY

Location: Things to consider

A How far from home will you be?
A Do you want to be in a particular area of the UK?

A How many students are there in the institution?
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Location: Size of University

Small (up to 6,000 undergraduate students)

Lampeter (710), Falmouth (1,912), Glyndwr (2,567),
Liverpool Hope (4, 345), Herriot-Watt, Edinburgh (4,598)

Medium (6,000 - 8,000 undergraduate students)
Aberystwyth (6,044), Bangor (6,566),
Sussex (7,248), Northampton (7,061), Bradford (7,932)

Large (8,000 - 11,000 undergraduate students)
Leicester (8,638), Lancaster (8,480),
Aberdeen (9,323), Southampton Solent (9,494)

Very Large (11,000+ undergraduate students)
Durham (11, 159), Cardiff (16,923), Edinburgh (17,565)
Nottingham (19,144), Manchester (31,1855)




Finance



What will it cost?
A Tuition fees: 2013-2014 will be up to £9,000pa

A Living Costs (Maintenance)
I Accommodation
I Food
| Services (gas/electricity), phone, internet
I Travel
I Books and course costs
I Socialising
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Where will the money come from?

A Tuition Fee Loan: not means tested

A Living Costs Grant
I Government funded: max of £3,325

A Living Costs Loan
| Students living at home: £4,375
I Away from home and outside London: £5,500
I Away from home and in London: £7,675



Other sources of finance

A National Scholarship Scheme

A Scholarships and bursaries given by Universities
A Part-time employment

A Sponsorship

A Local charities

A Parental support
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Repayment of loans

A You begin repayment of your loans when you have
graduated and are earning above £21,000pa

A You will repay 9% of your earnings above this
threshold

A Thus someone earning £22,000 would repay £90pa

A All outstanding repayments will be written off after
30 years



Do your
homework



To To I

Visit University Open Days

I accommodation, the department, talk to
students

Look at league tables for your subject

T www.quardian.co.uk/education

Reference works (eg Heap)
Social media
Engage in a dialogue with the University


http://www.guardian.co.uk/education

Thank you from

Aberystwyth
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Open Days 1 See the Facilities

A Take a student led campus tour
A View all the facilities available: what is important to you?

A Ask specific questions
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Open Days 1 See the Department

A Speak to the students and tutors
A Take a tour of the department

ADonodot be afraid to ask ques
éyouol | get an honest answ
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Open Days 1 See the Accommodation

A Is accommodation available to all 15t year students?
A What types of accommodation are available?

A How much does accommodation cost?

A What facilities are available in rooms?

A Are there further facilities nearby?
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Visit a Higher Education Convention

A Held across the UK during February i October
A Lots of universities and colleges are represented
A Designed to inform and guide prospective students

A Help applicants decide about what and where to
study within higher education

A Information available for you to take away and digest
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